
 

 2011-12 Dance Connection Performing Company (DCPC) Audition 

And Dance Connection Dance Team (DCDT) Information 

 

 
What:  Dance Connection Performing Company Auditions (2011-12 season) 

When: Sunday, August 14, 2011 

Where: Dance Connection - Studio L5   

  4000 Middlefield Road, L5 

  Palo Alto, CA 94303 

Contact: Tami Burton (tami@danceconnectionpaloalto.com) 

  Studio: (650) 852-0418 

 

The audition times are divided by age (dancer’s age as of August 14, 2011): 

 

10:00am-11:30am - 7-9 years old 

11:30am-1:00pm - 10-12 years old 

1:00pm-2:30pm - 13 and up 

 

 

The Dance Connection Performing Company (DCPC) is our premier training ground for 

aspiring dancers and is directed by Tami Burton. Participation in auditions is required as well 

as participation in the Dance Connection Workshop Intensive. 

 

Last season we introduced our non-competitive Dance Team (ages 5-18 in a variety of dance 

styles including hip hop, tap, and jazz) for dancers who love to perform and dance. The 

Dance Connection Dance Team (DCDT) is directed by Erin Olmstead. Auditions are not 

required to participate. Participation at the Dance Connection Summer Workshop Intensive is 

not required either however it is highly recommended that participates take part in this to 

give them exposure to a very high level of dancing and the opportunity to work with guest 

teachers/choreographers in the industry. 

 

Both DCPC and DCDT offer opportunities for our students to work with professional 

choreographers, get additional experience in performing, and expand their knowledge of 

dance. They will both focus on performance and team building and will work closely 

together. 

 

Please see the following pages for more detailed information regarding auditions and learn 

more about our dance groups. 
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Dance Connection Performing Company 

and Dance Connection Dance Team 

Philosophy/Mission Statement and General Information  
 

The Dance Connection Performing Company (DCPC) and Dance Connection Dance Team (DCDT) is 

dedicated to developing the whole person with dance as a contributing aspect of the learning process. Not 

only is it important to learn correct dance technique, our philosophy is to teach dancers about discipline, 

honesty, trust, responsibility, commitment, dedication, team work, self-control, respect, perseverance and to 

provide them with the confidence to work through experiences they may encounter in all aspects of their life. 

Dance comes from the heart and we hope that each dancer’s love, passion and desire to succeed in dance will 

help each and every person achieve their goals in life. 

 

Dance Connection Performing Company (DCPC) AND Dance Connection Dance Team (DCDT) 

 Performance in Dance Connection’s Annual Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Benefit (March 25) 

 Palo Alto’s Annual May Fete Parade (May 5, 2012) 

 Los Altos Festival of Lights Parade for dancers 12+ years of age (November 27, 2011) 

 Invitations to participate in special event and sports entertainment shows 

 Attend professional dance shows and cultural performances as a group 

 Attend required weekly classes and weekend rehearsals and events as scheduled 

 Attend ALL mandatory rehearsals prior to participating in an event 

 

Dance Connection Performing Company – Competitive (DCPC) 

Our Dance Connection Performing Company will continue to offer cutting edge choreography for the 

competitive dance experience. DCPC provides a positive training ground for the serious dancer who strives 

for their personal best in a professional environment.  

 Dancers must audition and participate in the Workshop Intensive. 

 Attend 2-3 mandatory convention/competitions (weekends) 

 Participate in TAMJAMS! (in-studio workshop; March 17-18,  2012) 

 Winter Showcase-tentative (January 21, 2012; this is an event we have been invited to be in)   

 When possible, we will also accept invitations to other community events such as: Stanford 

Basketball games, Downtown Dancin’ in San Jose, other benefit performances, etc. 

 

Dance Connection Dance Team (DCDT) 

Our newest program, started in 2010 is our Dance Team which is a non-competitive group that focuses on 

performance and team building. It gives students the opportunity to work with professional choreographers, 

gain additional performance experience, and expand their knowledge in specialty styles such as hip hop, tap 

and contemporary, in a noncompetitive environment.  

 Participation does not require an audition however participation in all or selected classes at the  

workshop intensive is highly recommended 

 Attend a weekend convention-Dupree Dance (February 25-26 at the Doubletree Hilton-SJ) 

 Participation in TAMJAMS! (in-studio workshop; March 17-18, 2012) 

 Tentative - 10
th

 Annual Dancin’ Downtown in San Jose (3
rd

 weekend in April) 

 We will also accept invitations to other community events 

 

 

 

 



Audition RULES, REGULATIONS and REQUIREMENTS: 

 

1. To be considered for a place on the competitive Dance Connection Performing Company (DCPC), you 

must attend the audition on Sunday, August 14, 2011 at the appropriate time for your age group AND 

participate in the workshop intensive during the week of August 15-19. 

a. NOTE: If you are still on vacation during the audition time, participation in the Dance 

Connection intensive during the week of August 15-19 can serve as your audition. If  you can 

only make a portion of the intensive because you have to start school or have some sort of school 

event, there are options to participate in two, three or four days of the intensive however its best 

to attend as much of the intensive as possible.  

2. Please bring an 8x10 headshot (photo; NO other size will be accepted).  This does NOT need to be 

professionally taken.  You can get a regular photo and enlarge it.  Please write your name and date of 

birth on the back of the photo.  We CAN NOT guarantee you will receive your headshot back. 

3. Upon arrival, you will be asked to sign in and turn in your application and headshot. You will receive an 

audition number that must be worn and visible to the judges. Numbers will also be worn at the intensive. 

4. You should be ready and warmed up 15 minutes PRIOR to your audition time. We can make our K5 

studio available for warming up.  

5. You should come in proper dance attire such as jazz pants, shorts, leotard, camisole top, and tights, etc. 

(no baggy pants or shirts) and your hair should be tied back appropriately and all loose ends should be 

out of your face while you dance. 

6. The auditions will be held by teachers OTHER than ones you may have had on a weekly basis during the 

regular season as a Dance Connection student. All teachers will be observing you throughout the week at 

the intensive so participation in the intensive is very important. We not only be looking for good 

technical dancers and performers but will also look for positive, hard-working energy in class. All guest 

teachers should be treated with the utmost respect. You should always remember to thank ALL your 

teachers at the end of each class. 

7.  If you have been part of DCPC in the past that does NOT necessarily mean you will be chosen again. 

DCPC requires a huge amount of commitment and for those of you who have participated last year, your 

past year’s weekly class and rehearsal attendance, behaviour and commitment will also play a role in 

determining a place with the group. Understudies will also be chosen. 

8. We plan to post results on Sunday, August 21, 2011 at the studio.  Email letters will also be sent. If you 

are chosen, you will be sent a packet of information (including a contract, schedule and other required 

forms) within one week. Please take the time to go over all of the documents and decide if you can be a 

part of DCPC. The forms will be due by the date posted in your letter (approximately 2 weeks after 

notification) and serve as your acceptance to the group. This date IS FIRM. If your documents are not 

turned in by the deadline, we will assume you are not interested in the team and your spot on the DCPC 

may be offered to another dancer. 

9. Auditions take place EVERY YEAR for all competitive dancers. If you do not make the DCPC this year, 

you will automatically be placed on the Dance Team (DCDT) if you have indicated your interest on your 

audition form. PLEASE don’t ever give up if you are interested in competitive dancing. Dancers graduate 

and some dancers choose not to return to the team so it is good to audition every year no matter what.  

We strive to create a healthy environment and although the auditioning process can be stressful, it is a 

good experience and everyone can learn from it. 

 

If you have any other questions, please don't hesitate to email: 

 

Tami Burton, Dance Connection Performing Company Director (tami@danceconnectionpaloalto.com) 
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2011-12 General Information 

 

Dance Connection Performing Company (DCPC) and  

Dance Connection Dance Team (DCDT) 
 

Dance Connection is committed to developing healthy, responsible and productive members of our 

community through dance. We are expanding our dance groups this year in hopes of spreading the joy of 

dance to as many people we can touch. 

 

The Dance Connection Performing Company (DCPC) is lead by Tami Burton as Artistic Director with the 

assistance of our teaching staff. If invited to be a member of this group, we do not want to underestimate 

what type of commitment this means. It’s huge! You will be asked to give your best effort, time and 

financial commitment as well. We will expect a lot out of you. If you are committed to the group and each 

other, we will be committed to you. 

  

There will also be our Connectors group. This is a group of young aspiring dancers who want to take dance 

on a more seriously level. These dancers will be asked to be a part of the group on an invitation-only basis. 

The Dance Connection staff will invite dancers that they see as having dance technique and performance 

potential. They will train on a weekly basis and be asked to commit to specific events during the year. 

 

The Dance Connection Dance Team (DCDT) is lead by Erin Olmstead with the assistance of our teaching 

staff. The goal of the Dance Team is to provide students with opportunities to perform without the pressures 

of competition. Students of all ages and levels will work together and represent Dance Connection in 

performances throughout the bay area.  In order to perform at our best, we will hold Team rehearsals and 

classes during the week and some possible scheduled weekends.  For additional exposure to different styles 

of dance, we will organize events and outings to performances.  

 

We plan to have a variety of levels and styles of dance represented by our Dance Team, and the team will be 

structured according to the number of participants. Routines and performances will be determined on the 

number of participants.  If you are a member of the Performing Company (DCPC), you can also join and 

participate in the Dance Team (DCDT).   

 

Estimated Commitment 

 

Yearly Fee: Although we do our best to keep costs down, there will be unavoidable costs involved with 

becoming part of the team. As a member of the  

 Dance Connection Performing Company (DCPC) dancers pay a yearly fee of $175 and must 

register for classes per the requirements listed on the Minimum Class Requirements list. 

 Dance Connection Dance Team (DCDT) – Must register for class(es) and team rehearsal class(es) 

per the requirements listed on the Minimum Class Requirements list. 

 

Rehearsals 

 DCPC: Rehearsals begin in late summer/early fall. It is difficult to pinpoint a specific day/time 

because our rehearsal schedule is based on studio availability and our Nutcracker production takes 

priority on weekends but you can plan for at least two 2-hour rehearsals per month per piece from the 

end of August through December. Beginning in January, it is approximately every weekend 

excluding most holiday weekends. Details will be on the schedule. 

 DCDT: In addition to your weekly classes, Dance Team members must attend weekly Dance Team 

classes to learn choreography and set formations.  Once performance dates are set, dancers must 

attend two prior consecutive rehearsals, in order to perform with the group.  Some weekend 

rehearsals will be scheduled for special performances combined with the Performing Company.  



Minimum Weekly Class/Rehearsal Requirements: All dancers participating in any of these groups will 

need to fulfill weekly class requirements and will vary by group. DCPC will have many weekend 

rehearsal requirements as well. Dancers participating in specialty acts can expect more time and 

rehearsals on the weekends. DCDT may have a few weekend rehearsals but these would most likely only 

be required prior to a big event (e.g., Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer benefit and Spring shows). All 

details will be on the schedule and all dancers will be given ample time to look it over before making any 

commitments. Teachers reserve the right to allow dancers to participate in an event or not and decisions 

will be based on commitment to the teacher, fellow dancers and themselves. 

 

Minimum Class Requirements 

 

Dance Connection Performing Company (DCPC) Ages 12+   
1. Be in Level III-VI (depending on ability) in both Ballet and Jazz dance at Dance Connection. 

2. Enroll in unlimited classes at Dance Connection for the entire 2011-12 season to include a minimum 

of three ballet classes and two jazz classes per week. Enrollment in Tap, Lyrical and Hip Hop is 

optional but highly recommended. 

3. Enrollment in weekly DCPC rehearsal class(es) will be required and registration will be taken care of 

by Dance Connection once acceptance into the DCPC is confirmed. 

4. Dancers chosen will have danced at Dance Connection for at least two years OR have shown 

performing ability with prior dance training at the audition. 

5. Maintain a high academic standard as agreed upon by parent, student and dance teacher. Dancers 

must maintain a GPA of 2.0 or higher. 

    

Dance Connection Performing Company (DCPC) Ages 11 and under 
1. Be in Level I-II or higher in Ballet and Jazz Dance at Dance Connection. 

2. Enroll in a minimum of one ballet class (two is recommended) and one jazz class (two is 

recommended) per week at Dance Connection for the entire 2011-12 season.  

3. Enrollment in weekly DCPC rehearsal class(es) will be required and registration will be taken care of 

by Dance Connection once acceptance into the DCPC is confirmed. If the dancer is not signed up for 

unlimited classes, the rehearsal class will be counted as a regular class for payment purposes. 

4. Enrollment in Tap, Lyrical and Hip Hop is optional but highly recommended. 

5. Dancers chosen will have danced at Dance Connection for at least one year OR have shown 

performing ability with prior dance training at the audition. 

6. Be a good student and work hard to excel in all areas academically. 

 

Connectors 

1. After acceptance of invitation, enroll in a minimum of one weekly class at Dance Connection for the 

entire 2011-12 season preferably in jazz and/or ballet in addition to the weekly Connector class. 

2. Attend required weekend rehearsals for special performances as scheduled. 

3. Commit to all requirements as outlined in the invitation letter. 

 

Dance Connection Dance Team (DCDT) 

4. Enroll in one weekly class (in their preferred style(s)) at Dance Connection for the entire 2011-12 

season. 

5. Enroll in the weekly team rehearsal class (one per style/group) to learn choreography and set 

formations. 

6. Attend two prior consecutive rehearsals, in order to perform with their group. 

7. Attend required weekend rehearsals for special performances as scheduled. 

8. Be a good student and work hard to excel in all areas academically. 

 

*NOTE: These are minimum requirements. Many dancers take more than the minimum as this helps to excel 

their technique and advance them to higher levels in all aspects of dance. 



Additional information: 

 

 Costs: There are costs associated with both DCPC and DCDT. Some of these include costs for warm-

up suits, costumes and shoes. There are fees for master classes, summer intensive, 

convention/competition fees, hotel fees. For those traveling to conventions/competitions, there are 

incidentals such as transportation (gas, parking, etc), food/dining and extra spending money. 

 Dancers invited to be on DCPC will receive a letter that will include more detailed information as 

well as the schedule for the season. At that point, you can determine if the Performing Company will 

be a good fit for you. Dancers will have approximately a two-week period to talk it over with their 

family to determine if they can commit to the Dance Connection Performing Company (DCPC).  

 Dancers invited to be a Connector will receive a letter that will include more detailed information as 

well as the schedule for the season. They will need to commit to weekly rehearsals as well as specific 

events throughout the year. 
 Dancers interested in DCDT are not required to audition. They only need to show their commitment 

and desire to dance, perform and participate in the minimum requirements outlined by the Director. 

Please note that although no invitation or audition is necessary, dancers must commit to themselves, 

their group and to the teacher in charge and follow all guidelines presented to them. 

 We encourage ANY serious dancer to try out a convention/workshop. They are an invaluable 

experience and provide all dancers with exposure to teachers currently in the industry. DCPC requires 

participation in a few conventions/competitions and DCDT will also be required to participate in an 

outside event as well. These will be published in the calendar at the beginning of the season and 

information will be sent out as it is available. 



Additional DCPC Information - Specialty Pieces/Understudies 

 
Dancers chosen for the competitive Dance Connection Performing Company (DCPC) are placed in at least 

one competitive dance piece however there are many opportunities to participate in a number of specialty 

pieces.  

 

Specialty Pieces 

 

In addition to pieces set by Dance Connection’s own staff, we will have out-of-town guest teachers setting 

specialty pieces both during the week of the intensive and the two weeks following the auditions. If you are 

asked to be in one of the pieces, please be prepared to attend the rehearsal since this will be the only time to 

learn the piece.  

 

Note: These rehearsals will take place prior to the deadline to turn in your acceptance forms so it is very 

important to know the following: 

 

 If asked to be in a specialty piece, we encourage you to participate in the rehearsal even if you do not 

yet know if you will be able to fulfill your commitment to DCPC and accept the terms of agreement 

for participation. We understand that choices must be made and your family plays a major part of 

your decision so it is important to sit down with your parents and consider your time commitment. 

 Tami WILL need to know your final decision by the contract deadline date. 

  Your participation in the rehearsal will not go to waste even if you decide you can’t commit to DCPC 

because you will have had the benefit of learning new choreography and expanding your dance 

knowledge.  

 

ALL specialty pieces not set forth by the DCPC Director must be pre-approved. You must be a member of 

DCPC and represent Dance Connection at any event you choose to perform your piece at. A Specialty Act 

application or equivalent email must be turned in as early as possible and no later than 7 weeks prior to a 

competition you wish to compete the piece at. All choreographers must be a Dance Connection teacher or a 

teacher pre-approved by Tami (student choreography is also accepted but you must set up a time to show 

your piece to Tami at least four weeks prior to a competition). Remember that DCPC dancers represent 

Dance Connection. 

 

Fees: There are additional fees (above and beyond all other DCPC fees) for ALL specialty piece 

participation. The fees cover the choreographer fees, rehearsal time during the season and possibly props if 

applicable.  

 

Solos: minimum of $400 (many guest choreographers charge more than this amount for a one time 

choreography session) 

If using a Dance Connection faculty teacher, this fee covers the following: 

 2-3 hours to teach choreography (this can be done in one session or split into 2-3 sessions; 

arrangements are made between the dancer and teacher) 

 1 one-hour for cleaning and polishing 

Duos/Trios: $250 per dancer 

 2-3 hours to teach choreography (this can be done in one session or split into 2-3 sessions; 

arrangements are made between the dancer and teacher) 

 2 one-hour sessions for cleaning and polishing 

4-9 dancers: $160 per dancer 

10-16 dancers: $130 per dancer 

 

 



Understudies 
 

The role of the understudy is not easy. If you are chosen to be an understudy, you are expected to come to 

all the scheduled rehearsals, purchase costumes, attend conventions, etc. This role is one of the most 

challenging roles because you may be asked to fill in for any dancer at any given time. Understudies are a 

major role however they can often feel unappreciated so it takes a lot to be an understudy. An understudy 

may not get to compete but they will be guaranteed to dance at our annual benefit performance show as well 

as end-of-the-year spring shows. 

 

Understudies must pay all regular DCPC fess however they are not required to pay the specialty piece fee (if 

invited to be in one) but must purchase costumes as required. 

 

Conventions and Competitions 
 

There are a multitude of conventions/workshops and competitions to participate in throughout the year. For 

DCPC, the minimum requirement is three weekends at an outside convention/competition plus TAMJAMS! 

however many dancers choose to participate in more than this.  

 

To participate in any convention/workshop/competition that is not a requirement, please follow the 

procedures below: 

 

 Notify Tami (via email) as early as possible and no later than 7 weeks prior to the event you want to 

participate in. 

 If you plan to compete a specialty piece, all the proper information must be turned in (per the 

Specialty Act application). 

o Tami will NOT be responsible for asking you for this information. It is up to you to submit 

everything ON TIME. If you do not submit the necessary information on time, you will be 

charged a non-refundable $25 late fee and there is no guarantee that you will be properly 

registered for the event. The event organizer may also charge a late fee and you will be 

required to pay this in addition to the Dance Connection late fee. 

 All fees are paid directly to Dance Connection and Tami will manage registration for ALL Dance 

Connection dancers. Please note that as a member of DCPC you may not register yourself for a 

convention/competition during the season. ALL registration must go through Tami (with the 

exception of summer events). If you choose to register yourself through another teacher or 

organization, you will be automatically dismissed from DCPC without question. 

 Dance Connection Dance Team (DCDT) members will also be invited to attend convention classes 

and workshops. Same registration procedures (as listed above) apply for DCDT and Tami will take 

care of all registration for these events. 

 

Fees for these dance convention events can range anywhere from $150-$220 for the workshop portion and 

$25-$35 for competition pieces. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2011-12 Dance Connection Performing Company and Dance Team Application 

 
Please fill out all the information below. Please note that we may use the information below to create a 

contact list for other members of the group SO only provide information that we can make public to other 

DCPC/DCDT dancers 

 
Dancer Name: _______________________________Dancer Birth Date (required): ___________________ 

Dancer Address: _________________________________________________________________________ 

Dancer City AND Zip Code: _______________________________________________________________ 

Dancer Home Phone: _________________________Dancer Cell Phone: ____________________________ 

Dancer Email: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Parent1 Name: _____________________________Parent2 Name: _________________________________ 

Parent1 work phone: ________________________Parent2 work phone: ____________________________ 

Parent1 cell phone: _________________________Parent2 cell phone: ______________________________ 

Parent1 email: _____________________________Parent2 email: _________________________________ 

 

What group(s) are you interested in (please check all that apply)? 

 Dance Connection Performing Company – Competitive (DCPC) 

 If interested in DCPC, what types of groups are you interested in dancing with (please check 

all that apply)? 

 Solo 

 Duo/Trio 

 Small Group (4-6 dancers) 

 Large Group (10+) 

 Dance Connection Dance Team (DCDT) 

 

What style of dance are you interested in (please check all that apply)? 

 Ballet 

 Jazz 

 Lyrical/Contemporary 

 Tap 

 Hip Hop 

 Musical Theatre 

 

Please note any comments/questions you might have below: 

 

 

 

 

 

If I am invited to be a member of the Dance Connection Performing Company (DCPC) or plan to participate 

on the Dance Connection Dance Team (DCDT), I plan to read all the requirements presented to me and will 

consider all of my current activities prior to making a commitment to Dance Connection. 

 

________________________________________________  ____________________________ 

Student/Dancer Signature       Date 


